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Carwynnen Quoit has been acquired by the Sustainable Trust and 
plans are progressing to re-erect the stones that collapsed (for the 
second time!) in 1967. This survey was carried out as a part of the 
planning for the work. 
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Summary  
Carwynnen Quoit has been acquired by the Sustainable Trust (http://www.sustrust.co.uk/) and plans 

are progressing to re-erect the stones that collapsed (for the second time!) in 1967. This survey was 

carried out as a part of the planning for the work. 

The site was surveyed over the weekend of the 21st and 22nd March 2009 by members of both the 

Cornwall Archaeological Society and Tamarside Archaeological survey groups. 
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Introduction  
 Carwynnen Quoit (also known as the Giants Quoit) is located near to Camborne in Cornwall (OS grid 
reference SW 65014 37213) it is ƴǳƳōŜǊ орммм ƛƴ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ 
record (HER) and is a Scheduled Monument, Cornwall  396. 

William Borlase wrote about the quoit in the мтллΩǎ (Borlase, 1769, p. 273) and describes it as so:- 

άIn a tenement called Carwynen, in the parish of Camborn (Cornwall), stands a very entire, and 
plain CromlԄh,; it is called the Giants Quoit: the three supporters inclose an area five feet three 
inches wide, and seven feet long: the Covering-stone is twelve feet three inches long, by eleven 
feet six wide, and no more than one foot thick at a mediumΦέ 

IŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǳƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƳōŜǊ ŀǎ ƘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƘŀŘƴΩǘ been able to find any ά...Bones 

ƻǊ ¦ǊƴǎΦΦΦέ while others digging their own had. Also included is a small sketch of the quoit 

 

Figure 1 ς Carwynnen Quoit - From Borlase 1769 

The land surrounding the quoit was incorporated into formal parkland around Pendarves House (see 

figure 2). The structure collapsed in 1842 and was re-erected by Pendarves estate workers and local 

people. It seems that a part of the capstone was broken off and the supporting stones arrangement 

changed at this time.  The quoit fell again in 1967 and is now reduced to a sad pile of stones.  

http://www.sustrust.co.uk/
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Recently the area to the western side of the quoit has been under cultivation, the area to the east 

Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜΩΦ !ŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦǊƻƳ нллр (Preston-Jones, 2009, p. 11)shows a track 

running north-south immediately to the east of the quoit separating the cultivated area from the 

set-aside land. 

 

 

Figure 2 ς Pendarves House, house, church and the probable parkland boundaries 
© Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Limited (2009). All rights reserved. 

 

Aims 
The primary aim was to execute a magnetometer survey in advance of work to fence off the area of 

land recently purchased by the Sustainable Trust This was needed as metallic fencing parts would 

interfere with such a survey.  The object was to provide information on possible sub-surface 

archaeological features so that any tree planting of or other work carried out by the Sustainable 

trust would avoid damaging any surviving archaeology. 

  


